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Overview

• Local Education Boards (LEBs) are single-

purpose governance bodies focusing solely on 

education.

• They function under national legal frameworks 

but with local administrative autonomy.

• They bridge national education policies and 

community-level implementation.



Legal Basis

• Constitutional provisions on decentralization 

and education rights.

• National Education Law or Local Government 

Code establishing the Board.

• Ministerial regulations defining composition, 

powers, and coordination.

• Local bylaws or charters specifying 

procedures.



Legal Status

• Statutory body with legal personality and 

corporate powers.

• Independent from general-purpose local 

governments.

• Accountable to both local citizens and the 

Ministry of Education.



Institutional Composition

• Chairperson (Mayor, Governor, or Elected 

Board Chair).

• Education Officer representing the Ministry of 

Education.

• Representatives of teachers, parents, and 

community.

• Legal provisions define term, qualifications, 

and selection process.



Functions and Powers

• Formulate local education development plans aligned 

with national policy.

• Approve and manage education budgets and funds.

• Oversee local schools and personnel management.

• Monitor educational performance and ensure 

accountability.

• Promote community engagement and transparency.



Accountability and Oversight

• Subject to supervision by the Ministry of 

Education.

• Financial audits and reporting required by law.

• Public transparency through open meetings 

and records.

• Administrative and legal remedies for disputes.



Funding and Fiscal Authority

• Defined under Education Finance or Local 

Government Law.

• Revenue sources: local taxes, national grants, 

community contributions.

• Dedicated Local Education Fund (LEF) 

managed by the Board.

• Funds support infrastructure, teaching, and 

learning programs.



Coordination with National 

Authorities

• Policy and technical guidance from the 

Ministry of Education.

• Compliance with national curriculum and 

standards.

• Joint planning and monitoring mechanisms.

• Integration with broader education reforms.



Comparative Examples

• United States – School Districts with elected 

School Boards.

• Philippines – Local School Boards (RA 7160).

• Japan – Prefectural and Municipal Boards of 

Education.

• United Kingdom – Local Education 

Authorities (LEAs).



Legal Hierarchy Overview

• National Constitution / Education Law → 

Ministry of Education → Education 

Regulations → Local Education Board → 

Local Schools and Communities.
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