
CONCEPT OF 
HUMAN RIGHTS

DR SU 



LEARNING 
OUTCOMES:

By the end of the course, the students will be 
able to-

Display sound understanding of the fundamental 
human rights and issues of human rights.   

To understand the provisions of International 
Human Rights Law  and

Promote the cognitive critical thinking skills and 
openness to constructive criticism.



WHAT ARE HUMAN RIGHTS?



HISTORY OF UDHR

John Locke 

(1632-1704) Thomas Paine 

(1736-1809)

Immanuel Kant

 (1724-1804)

Jane Jacques 

Rousseau (1762)

French 

Revolution

American 

Revolution

Natural law – 

rights of 

individual being 

human

Liberalism

Non-interference 

from outside 

Democracy – 

political right of 

participation in 

decision making

American declaration 

of Independence 1776French declaration  

1789

Prof AV Dicey (1867)

- No man is punishable to suffer in body or goods except for a distinct breach of law

- No man is above the law

- Constitution is prevaded by the rule of law.



SOCIALISM (19TH CENTURY)

Unity of state & society

The reconciliation of 

individual and collective 

interests

The abolition of right to 

private property

The precedence of ESC 

rights over civil & political 

rights

Criticized the rights of man for 

being the rights of bourgeois man. 

Rights to liberty, property & personal 

security gave the entrepreneur a free 

hand in his capitalist occupations.

The economic well-being of the 

masses would remain of little 

concern.

Thus, state has to ensure right to 

adequate standard of living, 

education and cultural rights
Worker’s rights

Union of  Socialist 

Soviet Republic 

constitution 1917



International human 

rights law

(UN) (1948)

1). (Natural Law)  

Dignity, equality, 

life

2). (Liberalism & 

democracy ) 

 Civil & political 

rights 

3). (Socialism) 

Worker’s rights, 

economic, social & 

cultural rights

  

4). Legal Positivism

(law exists because 

human draft and 

force people to obey 

them) 

Collective rights

Philosophical foundation







WORLD WAR II (1939-45)

• THE WESTERN ALLIES, ENTERED THE WAR NOT ONLY 

TO STOP HITLER’S AGGRESSION, BUT ALSO TO 

INTERVENE ON HUMANITARIAN GROUNDS.

• WORLD-WAR II WAS LASTED FROM 1939 TO 1945 

WHICH CAUSES 50-80 MILLIONS FATALITIES. 



THE CHARTER OF THE 
UNITED NATIONS

• ACCORDING TO THE PREAMBLE OF THE UN CHARTER,

• TO SAVE SUCCEEDING GENERATIONS FROM THE SCOURGE OF WAR

• TO REAFFIRM FAITH IN FUNDAMENTAL HUMAN RIGHTS, IN THE DIGNITY AND 

WORTH OF THE HUMAN PERSON, IN THE EQUAL RIGHTS OF MEN AND WOMEN 

AND OF NATIONS LARGE AND SMALL

• TO ESTABLISH CONDITIONS UNDER WHICH JUSTICE AND RESPECT FOR THE 

OBLIGATIONS ARISING FROM TREATIES AND OTHER SOURCES OF 

INTERNATIONAL LAW CAN BE MAINTAINED.

• TO PROMOTE SOCIAL PROGRESS AND BETTER STANDARDS OF LIFE IN LARGER 

FREEDOM.



UDHR



PRE-ASSESSMENT
• HTTPS://FORMS.GLE/HYTYZR8UZAUOYJQ4A 

https://forms.gle/hYtyzR8uzAuoyjq4A


(1) FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS

They are 
considered the most 
important rights to 
enjoy other rights

States can never 
give any reason for 

the violation of 
fundamental rights.

Freedom from torture

Right to life Freedom from slave





(2) 
LEGAL 
RIGHTS

• TO ENSURE INDIVIDUALS ENJOY AN EQUAL LEGAL IDENTITY. IN 

ADDITION, THE LEGAL SYSTEM MUST BE BASED ON THE IDEA OF 

TRUE JUSTICE, AN IDEA WHICH COVERS ACCESS TO A COURT AND 

THE COURT BEING FAIR, COMPETENT.

• RIGHT TO RECOGNITION AS A PERSON BEFORE THE LAW 

• RIGHT TO EQUAL BEFORE THE LAW 

• RIGHT TO REMEDY BY COMPETENT TRIBUNAL

• FREEDOM FROM ARBITRARY ARREST, DETENTION AND 

EXILE

• RIGHT TO A FAIR PUBLIC HEARING

• RIGHT TO BE CONSIDERED INNOCENT UNTIL PROVEN 

GUILTY 



(3) CIVIL 
RIGHTS

Rights in society- focus on an individual’s ability to 
participate in society and live dignity on a daily basis. 
Focus on limiting the power of States to interfere with 
individual freedoms in a society

Protect an individual’s personal liberty and ensure liberties 
such as

• Freedom from interference with privacy, or reputation

• Right to asylum 

• Right to free movement

• Right to a nationality and the freedom to change it 

• Right to marriage and family

• Right to own property

• Freedom of belief and religion



(4) POLITICAL RIGHTS

• ALLOW PEOPLE TO PARTICIPATE IN 

POLITICS, AND THEY ALSO ENSURE 

A FAIR POLITICAL SYSTEM

17

Right of peaceful assembly 

and association 

Right to form association

Right to vote

Freedom of expression



(5) ECONOMIC RIGHTS

• ENSURE INDIVIDUALS HAVE ENOUGH 

MONEY OR RESOURCES TO LIVE WITH 

DIGNITY IN THEIR COMMUNITY

Right to social security

Right to work

Right to rest and leisure



ECONOMIC RIGHTS



(6) 
SOCIAL 
RIGHTS

• THE RIGHTS TO GOVERNMENT SERVICES SUCH AS HEALTH 

AND EDUCATION. 

• RIGHTS TO BASIC NECESSITIES SUCH AS FOOD, WATER, 

HOUSING & CLOTHING

• CAN BE ARGUED THAT THESE RIGHTS ARE STEM FROM THE 

IDEA OF SOCIAL CONTRACT: A CONTRACT BETWEEN 

INDIVIDUALS AND THEIR GOVERNMENT

• RIGHT TO ADEQUATE LIVING STANDARDS, 

INCLUDING HEALTHCARE, FOOD, HOUSING

• RIGHT TO EDUCATION



SOCIAL RIGHTS

Right to health in Pandemic



SOCIAL RIGHTS: EDUCATION RIGHTS



• RIGHTS FOR A PERSON TO PARTICIPATE IN THEIR CULTURE. 

THOSE CAN BE BROKEN DOWN INTO THREE ELEMENTS: 

• RIGHTS TO LANGUAGE 

• RIGHTS TO CULTURAL ACTIVITIES 

• RIGHTS TO RELIGION ACTIVITIES 

• RIGHT TO ENJOY THE BENEFITS OF SCIENTIFIC PROGRESS & ITS 

APPLICATION 

(7) CULTURAL RIGHTS



CULTURAL RIGHTS



COLLECTIVE RIGHTS (1960S)

• SOUTHERN HEMISPHERE 

PARTICULARLY AFRICA 

• MOST OF FORMER 

COLONIES FOUGHT FOR 

POLITICAL INDEPENDENCE 

FROM EUROPEAN 

COLONIAL POWERS

• INDIGENOUS MOVEMENT 

Self-determination

Free-disposition of their 

natural resources

Healthy-

environment

Development

Cultural rights



THE CONTENT OF 
HUMAN RIGHTS: THREE 
"GENERATIONS" OF 
RIGHTS

Generation of 
rights

Origins Human rights

1
st

 Generation Enlightenment (1700s-1800s) Civil & political rights

2
nd

 Generation Industrial Revolution (1800s-1900s) Economic & social rights

3
rd

 Generation Post-Colonialism/decolonization 
(1960s-1970s)

Cultural rights

The first generation: civil and political rights derives primarily 
from the 17th- and 18th-century - English, American, and 
French revolutions (Articles 2-21 of the UDHR)

The second generation: economic, social, and cultural rights in 
early 19th-century (Articles 22-27 of the UDHR)

The third generation: solidarity rights in the last half of the 
20th century (Articles 28 of the UDHR)



GROUP WORK (3 GROUPS)

Think about (what are these?, how to enjoy?, why don’t entitle 
to?)

- Political Rights

- Economic Rights

- Social Rights & Cultural Rights



•THANK YOU
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