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“No matter what the question has been in American Criminal justice over the last generation,

prison has been the answer.
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Franklin Zimring

Prison Industrial Complex

During the tail end of the 20
century, the nation experienced
records highs in its incarceration
rates and prison construction. Since
the early 1980s the prison industrial
complex has grown by leaps and
bounds.  The prison industrial
complex is a term used to describe
the interlocking of policies, prison
construction, prison labor, and the
resulting economics of such efforts.

This exponential growth in the
prison population has been
appreciably noticeable during the
last decade. Between 1990 and 1999
the nation’s prison population grew
an average of 6.5 percent each year.
By 1999 more than 2 million
Americans were locked behind bars
(including local jails, state and
federal prisons, United States
Immigration and Naturalization
services, military facilities,
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American Indian County jails, and
juvenile facilities).

This number breaks down to
approximately 476 individuals
incarcerated for every 100,000
United States citizens (BJS). About
1 in every 110 men is incarcerated
and 1 in every 1,695 women is
incarcerated.

African American males fare worst,
as roughly 1 in every 11 young
African American males is
incarcerated. = According to the
Bureau of Justice Assistance, 46%
of the United States Prison
population is African American,
33% are white, 18% are
Hispanic/Latino, and the remaining
percentage is spread across other
racial or ethnic groups.
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