
Faut Sheet

D. C. Criminal Justice Statistical Analysis Center
Director - Dr. Sylvia LB. Hill; Deputy Director - AlIgelYII Spauldillg Flowers; Gradnate Research Fellow - Dialle Rich

Domestic Violence in the
District of Columbia
Angelyn Spaulding Flowers, Principal Investigator
March 1996

Dom estic Violence Victim s by Gender
1994

victims constituted almost 1/3 of the reported Part I
incidences.Femalevictims appear to predominate in the
Part II offense category.

Part II OffensesPart I Offenses

The District of Columbia, while mandating
an arrest for offenses involving domestic
violence does not have a spec!fic domestic
violence charge. Instead the arrest is
made for the underlying offense involved,
i.e. - assault, robbery, arson, etc. It is
identified as a domestic violence incident
if the parties involved were ever married,
cohabitated or had a child in common.

]-------------

To place these figures in perspective, for 1994 there
were a total of 92,526 offenses reported to police. Of
that total, 63,768 were Part I offenses,and 28,758 were

Part II offenses. Out of every
1,000 criminal offenses
reported to the Metropolitan
Police Department, 27 of
those involved domestic
violence. Fourteen (14) of
every 1,000 Part I offenses
involved domestic violence
and 55 out of every 1,000
Part II offenses involved
domestic violence.

It is not surprising that there
are significant gender
distinctions in tenus of who
is victimized by domestic

violence. Approximately four out of five reported
victims in 1994were female. What may be surprising
is that these distinctions also pertain to the type of
offense. While women are overwhelmingly more
likely to be the victims of domestic violence, male

In the District of Columbia, the Metropolitan Police
Department first began recording domestic violence
offenses in 1993. In that year there were 2,360
domestic violence offenses reported to the police.
Nine-hundred and ftfty-nine (959) of those offenses
were Part I crimes and 1,401 were Part II crimes. In
1994 there were 2,500 reported incidences. Nine­
hundred and fifteen (915) of those incidences were
Part I crimes. The remaining 1,585 were Part II
cnmes.
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